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ABSTRACT 

The characteristics of 18.2 million persons who 
participated in postsecondary education acti^vities are jiMcribed, 
based on the results of the Bureau of the Census' October 1982 
Current Pdpulation Sur\^y* Included are: participation rates o| 
populat i on^roups and an unduplicated count of postsecondary 
students; a breakdown of students by type of goal of their edu^^tion; 
and a description of the social and labor force characteristics <bf 
persons participating in each segment. The goals or objectives of 
students' education are classified as: (1) an academic degree; (2) a 
vocational degree, certificate, license, or other credential; and (3) 
continuing education courses taken for personal/job development, or. 
for soci.'al or recreational repisons. For academic, vocational, and 
continuing education students, tl>^ following characteristics aj?e 
reported: sex^ race, age group, marital status, labor force status, 
and region. Appendices include the survey form; information on the 
source of the data and reliability of sample estimates, standard 
error tables; statistical tables; and definitions of students 
pursuing different tyjies of educational goals as well as a breakdtmn 
of participation rates for specific groups of students (e.g,, persons 
taking courses to obtain or renew an occupclt i onal license). ( SV() 
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^ ^ -i ff'i^NMK^f U.S Department of Education 

, — I Offtc* of tht Aitiittnt Sadrtury fpr Education*! Rtt«arch indl lmpfOv#m#nt 

CM 

•UJ Contact! Sx^wn Hill ^ ' ^ Nov«mb«r 1984 

Participants In Postaecondary 
P ^ Education: October 1982 

In Octob«S: 1982, 1 out of •v^ry 10 p«r»on« 16 ytiar* and oiil«r 

/ participated in pOBtsecondary •ducation^ Thi« raport d«scrib«« th« 

charactariatica of the 18-2 Bil lion par aona who particjipatad In 
/ poataacondary education activitiaa. It praaanta tha tiniqua typaa of data 

on poataecondarj^ education that only aurvaya of indivlduala (aa oppoaed tt> 

aur>^ya of inatitutiona ) can provide, auch aai | 
" ' . ' • 

Section I • participation ratea of population groupa and an 

unduplicat«d count of participate in poataeconda^ry 
education 

Section II • a breaKdowm of poata^ioondary participants by type or 90*1 

of their education (as defined in appendix A, table 1)i 

- working towarda an soedeaiic degree, 

- working towerda f vocational degree/o«rtific«te, 
taking claaeea for reaeona other than to obtain a 
credential (continuing education) 

section I^I • a deecription of the eocial and labor force 

charadteriatica of per^na participating In each ae^ent 



•ft 

The data were col 
Cenaua in the October 



letted from a aample of houaeholda by the Bureau of the 
ober 1982 Current Population Survey (CPS).' 



T 



See the appendixes for more infonnation on the CPS questionnaire, the sample, 
■ethodology , and definitiona of tenia. The sppendlxea alao contain the number* 
on which all percenta in this text were calculated, and a discussion of how to 
calculate the confidence intervale for the percenta- D^^arencea between two 
e8tim«tes\ were rtntioned in the text only if the difference waa aignificant at 
95 percent confidence level. 
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1 . Po£uUtion Participation lUf in Fo.f condary Iducatl 



on 



Th* region Of th. country with th. hlgh*.t proportion of th. popul.tlon ^ 
participating m po.t..con>cJ^y .duc.tlon w.. thi l^.t. In thl. raglon, 
po.t..condary p.rtlclp«.t. •ccounfd for .l^.t 13 prc^nt of th, .dult 
population^ (chart IK Although a r.l.tlvaly l.rga p.rc.nt of th. population In 
tha Wart »«. Involved In acad^ilc and irocatlonal education, th. parctmt wto took 

ofTha'^o' . ^' --P^^— ^i.H- cc„par:d wl troth^ ZiCns 

of tha country (appendix tabla 2). ' ' yAuns 



Chart 1. — 



t*.cond«ry •<luc.tlon (P9E) particlpanf , by region of th^ Uniti^d 
^••t October 1982 



North C»ntfiii 

to 3 ptrotnt of popul»!ion 
»n North Onir»t 



4.180.000 m rSE 
' 6 p»fO»nt of popoUtKKi 
m ¥htx 




Northeatt 

3,984.000 in PSE 
10 5 ptfc«nt of popiiUdo" 



5,639.000 m PSE 
9.6 p»rovnt of popubtton 
in Sooth 
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Amony jubgroup. of the •dult popUi-tion thar. w«r« •o«« notJi|5l« difference- In 
participation rate*. A .lightly larger proportion of .dult women (11 percent) 
participated in poet.econdery educati.on cooipared to adult Men (10 percent). 
AJt hough in eye group, under 2 5, pArticip. tion rate, for mm^ and %«»«n vere 
• imllar, in age group, over 25, »^en W .Ignl f lean tly higher participation 
rate, than men- Among racial group. ,) white wo«en aAd black women hAd higher 
participation rate, than t^heir .^le counterpart.. On th. other hand," women in 
the "other racial group- category^ had/ a lower participation rate than .en. 
Overall, pereon. in the -other racial /group" category had a higher participation 
rate (17 percent) th*n both white. (l/ percent) and blac)t. (9 percent). The low 
participation rate of black-^. privily a re.ult of a very low participation 
rate in the continuing aduo^tion »l,gnient oiP po.t.econdary education (appendix 
table '4 ) . / 

Single adult, had a very iii'gh participation rate In po.t.econdi^y education (23 
^''T^^l contra.t, <inly about 6 percent of the person, who were or had been 

married befor, were parti>xlp.nt. - (Thl. reflecjt. to .o.e extent the fact that 
many person, po.tpone .arrl^age unfU their education 1. ccpleted . ) 

The overyi^ of participal/lon rate, in po.t.econdary education indicates that 
women, re^^D-dl... of W race, or marital .tatu., have higher partlcipaUon 
rates in generVi than tl^eir male counterpart.. However, cceipari.on of 
participation i^ate . of ^en and m*n by typ« of po.taecondary education .how. 
that wc^ have a low«: ^tlclpatlon rat. In acade-lc •ducation, a .Imllar rata 
in vocational •ducatlon, a^d a hlghar rate in continuing adbcatlon. 

< 



Type of 
po0t secondary 
•ducat ion 



Percent of 
ell woeian 16> who 
perticlpeted int 



Percent of 
ell men 16^ who 
pertlclpeted Ini 



Acedealc • < 
Vocetionel 

Cbntlpulny 



5. 1 
3.7 



5.7 
2. 1 
2.2 



The pertlcipetlon rete In continuing education m hlgh^ foj: woMn than for mmn 
regardle,. of labor force etatua. »ren among wo«en and »en who worked full-tl.e, 
the participation rate in continuing education for wo«en (5.2 percent) wa, alaoet 
double the rate for .en (2.8 percent) (unpubliehed tabulatione ) . 



Thi. group ie co«pri,ed of Asian., Pacific Islander., American Indians, 
AJLeutn, and tskiinos. 
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II- P*rtlci 



j^g^-i£LA£ia^C, Voc>tlohal ,_4nd Continuing Ed uction 



In thlft analysis t-h^ ia -> «4ii4 

cU..lJ« ^y^-ifl^J^""" P.rtlclp.„t. 1„ .*..t..oo„d.ry .docitlon 

( 1 ) an •c*d««ic lUqrmm 

•••ociat* <S«gr*« in a mrmf^i^t c.rtiflcat*, lic«n»«, or an 

w.r. invox,^' Xn c^n lnT:"!:^"::^:"^^ "V " ' 

no„-cr«llt cour... or tiunr^tf ' <*'tlng 



Chart 2. - 



prxmary ^oal of •ducatlonr October 1982 • 



ACAOfMfC 
ft1\ 




CONTINUING 
2tX 



VOCATIONAL 
2}\ 



.auc.Uon only cl1.a in:/c«.rry''r: P°'t.«,o„a„y 
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Within ,«ch segment of po.tsecondar y •duc*tion* .tudent. w«re worRlng 
toward dXffer.nt lev.l. or typ«. of credential.. Of th, mor« than 9 
million .tud.nt. i^ Mc^daiaic po.t.econd»ry^«duc-tion , 67 percent w*re 
pursuing . bachtlor'. d.gr,,. Another 12 p.rp.nt wr« in Mn •..ociate 
\ fr^tT Progr- .tiidyingr'. general or .rt. and .ti.nca. curriculum, work 

\ that i. u-ually cradltabla toward a bafchelor'. d.gra.. ' Th, r«Mining 21 

pjjcant w«r« working Cor a po.t baccalaureate degree, .uch a. a ^.ter'a 
debtor or fir.t-prof.a.ional d*gree (M-D., D- D. 8, -D. Vj. M . , lawretc.).' 

Of the 3.8 million po.t.econdary vocational .tudent. , 44 percent were 
taking courae. to earn a vocational certificate^, and 43 percent were 
working toward an a^.ocia^* degree in ai^ occupational curriculum. The 
remaining 13 ||>erc^ent were taking course, to obtain or renkw a licen.e. 

Of the 5.2 mil lion. continui-/><j educatiion .tudent., 83 peroi.^ were taking 
non-credit cpur.e.. T^e r-aalnlng 17 percent were taking credit cour.e. 
but were not working for a degree. Although mo.t continuing education 
.tudent. were taking oourse. for per«>nal plea.ure', development, or general 
education, 3 out of 10 .tudent. Indicated they w«:. taking cour.e. 
,.peclflokHy to lapWove their job .kill. ( unpubli.he<? tabulatloti). 



III. 



> 

Charact4rle tlce of Studenf in Kach Type of l>o«t.econd«ry Kducatlon 

Thl. .ectlon dvKrlbe. thte .tudent coapo.it Ion for each type of 
{ po.teecondary sducatlon 1« term, of .ex , race, age group, -uurltal etatu., 
labor force .t^tu*, and region (chart 3). 

Acadmic 9tud#nt0 ^ 

J' 

iUJadealc student, were «b6ut evenly .pllt between 4i«n and WD«en. 
BWk. cop.tltuted 10 percent of a;l acd-iilc po.t.econdary .tudente In 
Oc\ober 1982, lower than their rep^e.»nt*tion in the general adult , 
population (11 percent). Although traditioiua patt«rne of college . 
participation hm begun to .hift towartS incraa.lng ♦nroll.ent. of older ) 
iitudent., the majority of .tudent. in aoad<Mlc po.t«econd*ry aducation in 
October 1982 were undar 24 year, old, nerar ■arriad, and not in the labor 
forqe- Of all academic po.t.econdary .tijdant*, 67 percent were betwe.n the 
age. of 16 and 24, ^nd another 23 percant war* 'in the 25- to 34-year-old 
age bracket, -niua ,. 9 out of 10 .tudent. In academic po.t.econdary 
education were under 35 year, old- 

Almoet th^^e-fourth. of the academic .tudent. reported that they had never " 
been maryled- Another 22 percent of the total wa. compri.ed of married 
■tudent.j and the remaining 5 percent were dlv6rced , widowed, or .eparated. 

Almo.t half of all academic po.t.econdary .tudenta were not working — 42* 
percent ware not in the labor force (I.e., they were not employed nor 
looking for work) and 5 percent were un*aployed (but were leaking for 
work). Tw*nty-nine percent were employed part-tiaii, and 24 percent were 
employed full'-tlae. < ' * 



E± BEST COPY . ^ 



p 

Vocati onal Studenti 



^en accounta^ for ovr half (55 p^fcent) of th. 3-9 mllUon po.f.condarv 

^•'^••^^"^•^y l-v«l. Like tho.« pur.utng .c.de«lc degr..,, 
vocational .tudent. at the po.t.^condary lev.1 w.r. a rather ycm^, 
^t^In ' Po.t.econdary vocational .taden^Lra 

till f \k ^^•'^ th«, ag« of 35 accounted for roughly 

thr.a-fourth. of all poefcondt^ry vocational .tudant.. , 

Poat.acondary vocational stu^n^. w.ra alnK>.t .v.nly .plit b*twe«. those 
^o-t^irr*J --"^^-^ thoae who ^r. or had b^en i^riad, 

J^ll if^rt ; vocational .tudent. were working either 

^rca/t w^r^^r^"^"'?"" f"ll-ti- employee^ and 22 

Hrce InH P*rt-ti-., Tv.nty-five parent ware not in the labor 

force and 8 percent were unemployed- ^'^t 

Continuing Education Studenta 

^tl^""^''''"'^ continuing education 

S^i^^n! T '"^^-t^^tially underrepreaented in 

thi. ••gii'.nt of po.taecondary education. While ccprl.ing 11 percent of 
the adult population, black, accounted for le.. ^y.^ ^ p.rc«,t^f "l 
continuing educaiiion participant.. 

Unlike other .eg»«.t. of pa.t-condary education, only a «uai proportion 
(16 p.rc«.t, Of the participant. In continuing, education were irtTH 
year, old- Th. greate.t concentration of continuing •duc.tlon .tud.nt.' ( 32 

^r^^5^o":4^''• 'f."'° 34-y.ar-oid group. ^ jditwai 22^:::: ' 

J^^tir^'^Hct'^^I:.'''" T continnlng .ducatlon participant. 

l« the fact that n.arly two-third, of the., .tudent. war. .arrled and 15 

nen'Lrtid ^^^^-^'/^•^-•O' - -Pratad. Only about a fifth h«, never 
been married . Si-ilarly, ov.r half (57 percent) of continuing education 

patt-tir'"x;:*'^: l"''"''"" -Ploy. anoth.r 14 p.rc«.t !ere ..plowed 

education' T""' ""-^1°^''' ^^1- 25 perc.nt of continuing 

education .tud.nt. w.re not In the labor force. 
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Chart 3. — Distribution of ppsts^condary students, by typ« of •ducation anrf 
by mmx, rao« , marital atatua, a^* qroup , laibor foro« atuituai, and 
geographic region i October 1982 — contlni>ad 
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North Central 
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l^ftt 



REGION 



V 



P^irticlp^tlon in the thr*« type, of po.t.^condary .duc.tlon varied con.lderablv 
by the ,001*1 and Ubor fore, oharaoterl.tio. .ho^ In chart 3. Whll^thrnui^' 
of .en and .o«.n w. about the .a». in th. aca^5«ic ..ctor, vo.«,^i;hu; !^ 
outnumbered men in vocational edUd-tion and ^.rwhelming^y outnumbered ,^n in 
cont nuln, education, Co«par^ with white .tCnt. , bla^^ .tud.:!:; llrJZrt 
It l/.T ^ ^"volved in vocational education «>d -uch le.. li„.iy to be invdlv.d 
in ^ ^ "2 •iup^tion. Th^a .i«^pr.<5ict*l>le p.tt«n. of participation 

m poet secondary education by age. Qanerally, .g. increaeed , pTrtic^DTt^on ^ 
:nc\e":i:d*'"^"'°" ^''^ participation ln\ontinui4 '.Tucation'^^^" 

l<.fl.ctlv. of th. .„ ca.po.ltlon., th. OT«r»h.l.ing ority of .c.d«.lc ^ 

1 . . w.. u>out tn. ana. aa tha ntabar who war* or had baan ■ 

».rriad. In tania of a.ploy»ant oh.r.ct.rlatica, .c.da»lc atud.nta -«.^^J 
dlf ,ara„t frc vocational oontlnuln, aducatl^n .tl,J,l. ZJi ^t^frZ of 

fh. vocational and ooCtlnuln,, .duca'tl6n participant. co.btn.iI th.^ 

^ndT^i"^:;.-"^- "-^^ - .c.d«io.«„d«.t. ^r.T:^,T 

•t • • ■ 

For Hore Infpr— tlon 



-ppendl^; table. provl<l. additional dat* on the chatacteri.tlc. of 
po.t^condary Auction prticipant. by .ex. Fbr furthr t^hnlcal Information 

«. avallabl. ,r« th. .t.tl.tlcal Infor^aUon JflH:^"::.! ^^^r 
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APPENDIXES 

APPENDIX A. Tables 



Tabl© 1/ — D«flnltlon« and nij«b«r« of po»t«»cond«ry •ducation 

participants, by primary groal oif typ« of •ducatlom Octobar 



1982 



Tabla 2. — Partlclpanta In poataacondary aducation, by typa of aducatlon / 
and raglon of tha> Onltad Btataax Octjobar 1982 

Tabla 3. — Participation In post aecondary aducation, by tax, age 

group, race, aarlt^l atatua, and labor force atatua: Octobar 
1982 , 

Table 4. — Dlatributlon of partlclpanta in poataecondary ac«da«lc,4 

vocational, and contln»ing aijocatlon, by rac« and aajti ' October 
' 1982 r 

Table 5. — Dlatributlon of partlclpanta poataecondary academic, 

vocational, and continuing ediZation, by age groi^ and aexi) 
October 1982 ( ' 

■* 

Table 6. Dl*txibutlon of partlclpanta in ^ataacondary aoadaiac, 

I Tooatlonal, and continuing aducation, by aarital atatua and aext 
October 1982 W% 

Table 7. — Dlatributlon of partlclpanta in poataecondary *oad««ic, 

vocational, and continuing education, by labor foroe atatua and 
•etxt October 1982 
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APPENDIX B. — Source and naliability of Batiauitaa 



^ Source of the Data 

Reliability of Sample Batlaatea 
Standard Error Tables and Ttiair Ub 



APPENDIX C. — Survey rona_(October 1982 Current fopulation Survey) 
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T«bl9 I- — Definition* *nd numbere of poBtii<>condAry •ducatlon participants by 
jptrimjiry 9oal or type of •ducatloni Octobet 1992 



Humb«r 

(in thousand* ) Definition of population 



172,882 Total Population Cover age — eatlmatoe Ux thie 

report include all pereone 16 yei(re of age and 
older In the civilian nontnttltutionallied 
p6pulation of the United States during Octx>ber 
1902* 

18,2J36 Poeteecondary Kducation Particlpante — pereone who 

^ve either conipleted •eoondar/' school or are 
beyond the age of compulsory education and are 
Involved In any educational activity for the 
purpose of earning en academic degi/ee or diploiaa, 
a vocational degree, certificate' or other 
occupational license^ or for peireonal/j ob 
developsient or eocial/recreational purpoee- 

' TYPIS or POSTSKCONDARY KDWCATIOW PaRTICIPAMTS x 

9,243 Academic Studente — poeteecondary •duoatlon 

participants pureulng couree%^rk, e^thv ^V^J^r or 



pert-*tlMe, %^lch advances theai to%mr4 an 
undergrediiate , graduate, or prof-eeelonal d 

including i 



1,107 — atudente %#orking for aaeo<?iata degreee ^ 

..V ' a general or an arta and aciaiioea 

^ corrlculun (^ich mmy hm partially or 

completely creditable toward a bachelor 'e 
\ degree); 



r 6,166 — etudente working for bachelor*e degreesi 

V 

1,969 — postbaccalaureate students working for 

# . maeter*e, doctor 'e, or first-professional 

degrees (N.D.« D*D.8.« D.V.N. , law, etc.); 

3,787 Vocetional ^ Studente — poeteecondary aducation 

participants taking coursework (either full- or 
part-tiaa) in an occupational or tachnioal field 
^ for the purpoea of obtaining a vocational 
cradantial/ s^^h aa a vobational cartificata, 
occ\4>atldnal licanee, or other vocational dlplctna 
or dagree# including: 
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T«bl« 1. --Definition* and numbars of po«t«acondary aducation ^rtlclpant* by 
prdiaary 9dal or typa of aduqatlo^i October 1982— con tin uad 



4 A 



Nuabar 

thouaanda) Oaflnad population 



a 



^'^3^ " •tudtmt* working for aggoclaf degrees in 

programs designed to pr«par« them for 
^ •«ploy««nt lA a »p#c|flc occupational flald 

pursuing a taralnal occupational 
dagrea; couraawork Mmy ox may not: be 
applicable to*#^rd a bachelor's drfgr^e); 

^'^^^ — atudenta working for vocational 

c^Ttlflcatea or awards (I.e., following a 
nonacademlc ourrlculimi requiring frotn a 
^ «ew months to 3 years of study, of tan In , 
collegas, business, tirade or vocational 
\ schools); 

^ — p«-sons taking coursas to obtain or ranew 
|Ln occi^>atlonar licaiiaa > 

''^^^ %g^ontinulnq Iduoation Studants— post— condar^ ^ ^ 

m^y lucation participants Aot otharwlaa olasalf j£f 
^iUlP* academic or vocational studanta who wara ^" 
. taking oollaga oradit oour aaa but not aaekin^ a 

^•araa or\%*io ware taking noncradit coursaa for 
P«^«>n«l dWalopmant or •ocial/racraational 
purpoaaa (teoluding ^dult basic •ducati^on coursaa 
to Ij^rova Susie skilla in'^raadlBg, wr^ing, br 
arlthsMtic)a Oontinuing aducatlol^ partibipfints 
includax / 

— parsons anroilad in oollaga cradlt coursas 
which could ba ig;>pliad to^rda a dagraa, 
but who wara not praaanUy aaaklng a 
dagtaa ; 

' — parsons taking coursaa for acadanic 

^ anrlchaant, ganaral knowledge, paraonal/job 

davalopmant, or plaaaura, not with tha 
intantlon of ob^lning a cartificata, 
diplcna, dagraa, or licanaa- 



NOTE.—Dataila M^y not idd to totala bacausa of rounding. 

SOURCl: U*S* Oapart^ant of Bducation, National Cantar f^r Iducation Statiatics 
(NCBS), tabulatlMis from tha MCES aducation supplamant to the Octbbar 
1982 Currant Population 8urvay conductad by tha Duraau of the Cansus, 
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App«ndlx A \ 

V T.bl. ^--Participant, in po.t,«cond«ry .duc^tion, by typ. of .ducation .nd / 
r«9ion of the Onit.d 8t*to.: October m2 ' 

(Nu«ab«rs in thou»and») 

^ — ~ -X - 

fi^-. ^ ^erc#nt 
_ ^ J .or •ubgroup 

* , in po8t»«condary 

* ~~ — — — ^ — aducation 

United Statas 170 aa-) 

172,882 18,206 10. 5 

Northaaat 

•^^'OSe , 3,984 10.5* 

North cantxal a-» ^ 

^■»'796 4,504 10.3 

South * C7 o^-, ♦ ^ 

. : , 5,539 

• ™ ^ * • » ^ V 

« — — — — — — — — 

N—bar and parc-nt of .ubgroi^, population participatlnq 
^" —ch typ« of po»f acottdarY •ducation 

' vocational Continuino 

•M-J».r P»rc«,t: |iu.i,«: f*rc«t Mi^ar INtrcilnt 

— POP- of poj^ 

9,24^ 5.3 3,7t7 2.2 5,177 J.Q 

Nort^aat Viiiii ki 

5.7 766 2.0 , 1,063 2.8 

i < 

North ottntxal - 2 300 k t .a. 

2.0 1,312 3.0 

South 'ao- , „ 

^ 2,885 5.0 1,268 2.2 1,385 2.4 

: B62 J 2.6 1,416 4.3 ' 

NOTES. - (1) Detail. «ay not add to total, baca uaa of rounding. ' ' 

SOURCE: « !L ' ""^^ includad in aach ragion. 

(nLr'tnaW"' ^-^^ ^ for'wucation 8t.ti.tic. 

J^^r!^t T.f^"* •^'^ •<>^*tion .upplaoi^ to the Octobar 

1982 Currant Population Survay conduct.d by tha Buraau of th. Can.u.. 
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Ap4>endlx A 



) 



Tmblm 3. — 



fVticlp-tion in post.econdary •ducation, by sex, ag« group, rAc#, 
mari tal atyitu^, and labor fore© statu* : Octobar 1982 



I 



(Nurabara in thouaanda) 



I tain 



Total population 
Number Parcent 



Parcant 0 
of au±>9roup 
l>Qataacondary part icipanta popuUtlon in 
Numbar^ Parcent 



diatrit^u^ion 



diatrlbution 



poata^condary 

education 



Total population* 
«g©a 16^- 



\ 



17^^882 


' 100.0 


18, 206 


100. 0 


V. 81,798 


47,3 


8, 149 


44.8 


17,937 


10.4 


4,323 


23.7 


18,879 


10.9 


2,242 


12:3 


13,606 


7.9 


836 


4.6 


10,710 


6.2 


400 


2.2 


10,230 . 


5. 9 


258 


1.4 


10,431 


6^0 


91 


0.5 


91,083 


52.7 


1P,057 


55.2 


18,514 


10. 7 


4,567 


25. 1 


19,802 


11.5 


2,^8 


14.5 


14,406 


8.3 


1,430 


, 7-9 


1 1,520 


6.7 


755 


' 4. 1 


11,718 


6.8 


407 


2.2 


15,123 


8.7 


149 





10.5 



M«n 
16-24 
25-34 
35-44 
45-54 
55-64 
65+ 



««OMn 



16'^2> 
25-34 
35-44 
45-54 
55-64 
65+ 



10.0 
24. 1 
11.9 
6. 1 
3.7 
2.5 
1.0 

11.0 
24.7 
13.4 
9.9 
6.6 
.3.5 
1.6 



White . 
Man . 
Woman 



Black . , 
Men . 
Women 



« 



Other . 

Men . 
Woman 



149,834 


86.7 


15,863 


87. 1 


10.6 


71,367 


41. 3 


7, 119 


39. 1 


10.0 


78,465 

f 


45.4 


8,744 


48.0 


11.1 


18,720 


10.8 


1,622 


8.9 ^ 


k 8.7 


8,333 


4.8 


640 


3.5 




10,387 


6.0 


982 


5.4 


9.5 


^'32^ 


2.5 


720 


^To" 


16.7 


2,093 


1.2 


390 


2. 1 


18.6 


2,230 


1.3 J 


3|0 


1.8 


^ 14.8 



(continued on naxt page) 



-14- 



ERIC 



BEST COPY 



15 



4 



T#bla J-.-— ^>Articip«tion rattra in po«t««condmr9 ^•ducat ton , by s^xP ikq^ group, 

)tmcm, Marltml •tatu*, ani? labor force •tatua: October 1982 — continued 



(Nuoibers Jji thousanda } 













uv — 

Kr^ tfkrv t" 












of eubgTOup 


TotAl 


population 


Posta«cond«ry participants 


population in 




NuflU^er 


P«rc«nt 


Numbar 


Parcant 


poateecondaxy 




i 

i 


CLL V u r X o\i u X on 




dlatributlon 


education 




102,337 


59- 2 


6,874 


S 

37.8 


6.7 




51,2a6 


29.6 


2,929 


^ 16.1 


5*7 




51, 131 


29.6 


, 3,945 


21.7 


7.7 


Divorced, widowed, 














28,967 


16-8 


1,659 


9. 1 


> 5.7 




8, 126 


4. 7 


380 


2. 1 


4. 7 




20,841 


12- 1 


1,279 


7.0 


6. 1 


Never Mxried .... 


41,570 


24.0 


9,673 


53. 1 


23. 3 




22,460 


13. 0 


4,841 


26.6 


21.6 


* 


19, 1 10 


11- 1 


4,832 


26.5 


25,3 




62, 1 13 
19,424 
\ 42,688 



78,586 
48,565 

30,021 



21,232 
7,631 
13,601 

10,945 
6, 173 
4,772 



35.9 
11.2 
24. 7 



45-5 
28. 1 
17.4 



12.3 
4.4 

7.9 

6- 3 
3.6 
2. 8 



6, 120 
2,493 
3,626 



6,856 
3,431 
3,424 



4,259 
1,748 

2,511 

971 
477 
494 



33.6 
T3.7 
19.9 



37.7 
18.8 
16.8 



23.4 

9.6 
13.8 

5.3 
2.6 
2.7 



9.9 
12.8 
8.5 



8.7 
7. 1 
11.4 



20. 1 
22.9 
18.5 

8.9 
7.7 
10. 4 



*\^ivlllan, nonln«titutionalit«d population In the 50 States and the District of 
Oqlurabia. 

NOTE^-Detalls My not Add to totals because of rounding and^ because of a small amount 

of nonresponsey^ on certain itens. 
SOURCE: U.S. Departaient of Education, National Center for Education Statistics 

(NCES), tAbulationf from the NCES education supplement to the October 1982 
Current Population Survey conducted by the Bureau of the Census. 
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App«ndiM A , 

Tablo 4.— Di.tribution of participant^ in po.t.econdary »C4deraic, vocational, «nd 
continuing •ducation, by race and .©xi Octobar 1992 

(Numb«r» in thousands) 

i ^ — > : : 

— Typ# of poat^#oQndAi: Y •4uGii4:ion 

R/ice and ~ — ^ — — — 

> <cada.aic •_ <ro<;atioVl ■ Continuing 

>Mmbar ^rcant Mumbar »*rqant Number Parcant 

— distribution diatribution dlatribution 

♦ ' — — 

'^^^^ 9'243 100- 0 3,787 100.0 5, 177 lOd^O 

-^'^i* 50.1 1,712 45-2 '1,808 34-9 

"^"•^ 2,074 v^54.8 3,368 65-1 

■- 7^*33 85-8 3,199^ 84-5 4,731 ' 91-4 

^ 5'»83 1^488 39-3 1,648 31.8 

"^•^ - • ''»50 42-7 1,711 45-2 7,083 59-6 

"^■^•^ 7 919 9-9 449 11-9 255 . 4.9 

'•OO 4.3 155 4-1 85 1-6 

/ 518 5-6 294 7.8 -.170 3,3 

^^•^ 392 4.2 138 3.6 190 3.7 

- 246 2.7 f 69 1.8 75 I.4 

. / 69 1.8 115 2.2 

NOTE-— Da tails nay not add to totals because of rounding. * : 

SOinCE: U.S. Dapartaant of Iducatlon, National Cantar for Education Statlatlc. (NCKS) , 

tabulation, from tha NCES aducatlon aupplaaant to tha Octobar 1982 Currant 

Population 8urv«y conductad by tha Buraau of tha Canaua. 
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T«bl6 5. — Distribution of participanta in po^taacond^ry ncadomic, vocational, and 

continuing •ducation, by ag« group and mmxi October 1992 V 

(Nuiab«ra in- thousand* ) 



Ag« group 
and sex 



Typ^ of po»f •condary •ducation 



Total 



16-24 
25-34 
35-44 
45-5»4 
55-64 
65^ 



Han . 

16-24 . 
25-34 t. 
35-44 

45-54 
55-64 . . 

65+ 

16-24 
25-34 . . 
35-44 . . 
45-54 . . 

55-64 . . 
65+ 



Acad#ml,c 

Nujubfir I^arcant 

dlatribution 



Vocational 

Wumber Pai^cant 

distribution 



Continuing 



Number 



I^orcont 
dlatribution 













♦ ■ — 


9,243 


100.0 


3,787 


100.0 ^ 


5,177 


100.0 


6,208 


67.2 


1,833 


48.4 


848 


16. 4 


2, 145 


23. 2 


1,078 


28. 5 


1,667 


32.2 


624 


6-8 


522 


13.8 


1, 121 


21.7 


198 


2. 1 


240 


6- 3 


717 


13- 8 


56 


0.6 


95 


2. 5 


514 


9.9 


12 


0. 1 


19 

/ 


0.5 


309 


6. 0 


4,629 


100.0 


1,712 


100. 0 


V , 1,808 


100.0 


3,206 


69.3 


809 


47.3 


308 


17. 0 


1,094 


23.6 


524 


30.6 


X 621 


34. 3 




5.0 


213 


12.4 


\ 391 


21.6 




1.6 


106 


6. 2 


\ 222 


12.3 


20 


0.4 


50 


2.9 


188 


10.4 




ih 


11 


0.6 


78 


4.3 


4,614 


100.0 


2,074 


100. 0 


3,968 


100. 0 


3, 003 


65. 1 


1,024 


49.4 


S40 


16.0 


1,049 


22.7 


554 


26.7 


1i04S 


31.0 


391 


8.5 


309 


14.9 


730 


21.7 


126 


2.7 


134 


6.5 


495 


14.7 


35 


0.8 


45 


2.2 


326 


9.7 


10 


0.2 


8 


0.4 


231 


6.9 



^Lesi than 1. " ' ~ ~ 

^Leas than 0.05 percent. 

NOTE. f -Detail* may not add to totals bttcaui« of rounding. 

SOURCE: U.^ OapartAcnt of Education^ National Cantar fbr Bducation 8tati«tic« (NCES), 
tabalationa from the NCES education auppleinent to the October 19QLg Current 
Population Survey conducted by the Bureau of the Census. 
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T«bl« ^--g^'^Jibutlon of p.rticip.nt- in ^.fcondary ^.c«d«.lc . voc.tlonal , «nd ' 
t;'ontlnuing •dup.tlon, by .*rital to*, .nd ..x r Octob.r 1992 

(Numb«r» in ithouaands) 



MArital status 
aru! sax 




Typ« of 


, — i 

ftostsecondary •ducation 


] 


I. 


; • ^ 
Acadeialc 


\ 

Vocational 


1 " 

Contlniil no 




wamDer 


INirc«nt Number 
distribution - 


Parcant 

diatribution 


Nuittber 


— n ^ 

Percent 
diatribution 


Totai .^x. 


9.243 


100. 0 


3,787 


100.0 


5, 177 


100.0 


^rri0d 

Divorced, wido^d. 


2,079 


22. 5 


1 , 5ll 6 


40.0 


3,280 


63-4 


ojr separated J. • 
Never n^ried - . . 


492 

6,673 


5.3 

72. 2 


408 

1,863 


• 

10.8 
49. 2 


760 
1, 137 


14. 7 

22.0 



'•'^'^ '^^'^ ^'712 100.0 l,e08 100-0 

Harried w oon -> -.^r 

Olvorc^d, ^do^d, ' ''^'^ 

or aap^ratad I32 2-9 94 55 

Navar -arriad . - . 3,517 76.0 e72 50.9 451 jll 



« 2,074 100.0 3,368 lOO.O 

•^•^^•'^ ^^'09B 23.8 770 37.1 " * « 076 

Divorcad, wido*i»d, ^ ?,076 61.6 

or saparatad — 360 7b 



NOTB.—Datai^. My not add to totalii bacausa of rounding" 

SOURCE: U.8. Dapart—nt of Education, National Cwitar for Mucatlon Statl.tlc. (NCBS) 

tabulation, fro. th. HC?S .ducatlon .uppl—nt to th. Octob.r 1982 ^rrl^ 

Population Survay conductad by th. Bur.au of th. Cn^ua. 
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T*bX« 7. -Distribution of p.rticl]pan t. in po.twcondary .Ldfinic, vocation*! and 
continuing .ducation, by labor fore* .tatus Ahd texi October 1992' 

(Number* in t|fou«fn^*) 



LAbor force 
and »«x 



Total . 

^k>t in * 

labor forc« 
*inpXoy«Kl 

full-tlflie 
ftnploy^d 

part-time 
Unamployad • . 



Hen < 

Not in labor 
force 

f%lll-tlme 
Itaiploy^d 

part-t:ijM . , 
ttieaployed • • 



VfOOMUl 

Not in labcx^r 
force 

Ebployed 
full-tlBe . 

Employed 
part-time . 

Unenployed . < 



- — ^ — n ^ 

Type pf politeecondary educetion 



Acedeialc 

Number l^rcent 



Vocetionel 



Number 



9,243 



dietribution 
100.0 



Percent 

dietribution 



Nujttber 



Continuing 



Percent 

dlettibution 



3,787 



100.0 



5,l77 



100.0. 



3; 893 


42. 1 


955 


25. 2 


1,271. 


24-6 


2,236 


24, 2 


1,676 


44.3 


2,944 


56. 9 


2,697 
a ID 


29. 2 
4« 5 


834 
321 


22.0 
8.5 * 


728 
234 


14. 1 
4.5 


4,629 


100. 0 

V 


1,712 


100. 0 


1,808 


100.0 


1,992 


43.0 


312 


18.2 


^90 


10.5 


1,1 19 


24.2 


934 


54.6 


N,378 


76.2 


1,292 
227 


27.9 
4.9 


321 
145 


18.8 
8.5 


135 
105 


7.5 
S.8 


4,614 


100.0 


1 

2,074 


100.0 


3,368 


100.0 


< 

1,902 


41.2 


644 


31. 1 


1,080 


32. 1 


1, 1 17 


24. 2 


74 1 


35.7 


1,566 


46.5 


1,406 
189 


30.^ 
4. 1 


513 
176 


24.7 
8.5 


5^3 
^29 


17.6 
3.8 



SOURCE: U.S. D«part««nt of Educ«ti6n, National Ctnt«r for Education 8t«tl«tic» (NCES), 
tabulations frQ« th« MCES Aducatlon supplaaisnt to th« October 1982 Currant 
. Population Survay oonductad by tha Buraau of tha Canaua. 
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B. Source and Reliability of EatJmata* 
f 

SOURCE Of* THE DATA , 

Tl\e eitlmates on post secondary •ducation Includud in thi-R report ax« basod on 
data collected in October 1982 by the Bureau of the Cenaua for the National 
Center for Education 8tatletlc« in the monthly Current Population Survey (CPS). 
Although the CPS deals primarily with labor force data for the civilian 
nonanstl tutional i red population^ NCES eponeored Wupplemeontal questions about the 
^chool enrollment of all im^mKera of the household in October 1982* Ttic household 
respondent provided information on each household mambeir about their current 
enrollment or educational activities (see survey form in appendixsC). 

The CPS sample consisted of 629 primary sampling units comprised of 1,148« 
countiea/ independent cities, and minor civil divisions throughout the 50 States 
and the District' of Columbia- The sample %*as initially selected from "the 1970 
census files and has been periodically ufKlated to reflect new construction. Of 
the 60,500 households in the sample, interviews were obtained from 58,p00 
households- The housiprhold respondents provided i^(jk>rmation on 12,117 persons 
(unweighte^d count) participating in post secondary education*^ The estinuttJlon 
procedure employed for the CPS data involved the inflation or weighting of sample 
results to independent estimates of characteristics of the civilian 
non Institutional population. This was done by age, sex, and race, and was based 
on the 1980 decennial census. ^ 

Estimates based on this enal:^'Yis of the October 1982 education sxjypplement of the 
Current Population Survey (CPS) suiy differ froai estisMites reported from other 
surveys on the various aspects of postsecondary education. This Is the resxftt of 
differences in the definition <^f the postsecondary educatioii tinlveree and 
differences in sample and methodological design* In thie report, the 
postsecondary education population was defined as all civilian, ^ 
noninstltutionalised persons 16 years of a^e or older %ho^ were enrolled (either 
full- or part-time) in any type of educational activity above the high-eohool 
level, or who %imre talcing a course for personal developelMit or enjoyment* Data 
obtained from institutions would include military personnel u well as 
J nstitutionallKed persons %Aio were enrolled iji posteeoondary institutions. 

The primary objective of this analysis %#as to provide an undupiicated count of 
postsecondary education participants, a count not obtainable from institutional 
surveys. NCES divided poetsepondary education participants into three mutually 
exclusive categories — academic, vocational, or continuing education. Assignment 
%fa^ made bassd on thp reported objective(s) of a person*s postsecondary 
education: (1) pursuing an academic degree, (2) pursuing % vocational degree, 
certificate, or license, or (3) ta)cing noncre^it courses for personal, job, 
social, or recreational purposes- In order to avoid classifying a single person 
into more than one category of postsecondary education (e.g., a college student 
also talcing a continuing education class), precedencre was given to academic, then 
to vocational, then to continuing education. There were approximately 714,000 
persons, or 4 percent of the poitsecondary education participants, who v«re 
involved in more than on* type of postsecondary /mducation. 



I 



^There wrere an additional 757 persons (unweighted cx>unt) reported^ to be 
participating in postsecondary education, but for whom no information was 
provided on their degree objective or reason for participation. Therefore, 
they could not be included in this analysis. ^ 
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-m.., PT^n. WT. cl...JfJ.d into th. oatuigory fllv.n th. hJ gh..t priority. A. « 
r/.^It^ rthi. -,^.ly.l. th. nu.b*. of p^r^n. r.^rt^ in oontlnui^ -duction, 
for «xl«ple, do*, not r.fl^t th. tot.l na-b.r of pT.on. in continvUng , 
•auction, but th« numbar of p.r.on. In continuing .duc.tlon who wr. not .l.o 
;^:ing .n .c*d«ic or voc.Uonal cr.d.ntl.1- 1^1- dlff.r. rfo. .o.. «.aly... 
of po.t.acond.ry .c.d«lc , voc.tion.l, or c6ntinaing •dv.c.tion which b**e th*lr 
cat.gorie^ on typ« of in.titutlen or infti tut J on.l •nrpH^nt. 

- * 

RKHABILITy'or SAMPLE tSTlKATES v 

Sine, the ..ti«*t.. r.port.d h.r. w^r. obtain.d fro« . --pi* -urv.y, figur.. may 
differ frco» tho.. obtA^n.d fro- . co-pl.t^ c.n.u. which u..d th. procdur.. , 

que.tionnaJr..^ntervi.w.r., .nd In.tructlon. - 8"pl. •urv.y ..tl..t.. ar. 
.ubiect to .rror. due to both .Mipling .nd ndn.^pling Variability- 

/ . ■ ■ 

Non.amplinq vVriabilityi 

The mo.t comA «>are.. of non.a-pllng variability ar. .ri^x. of r..pon«» and 
nonr.porUng..Vror. of r..pon.. .-y b. du. to d.finltionai and/or int«pr.- 
tational di f /icultl*. , r..pond«if. Inability or unwllllngne.. to provld. th. 
infonaatlon, or lai.tak*. by Int.rvl.w^r. or d.t*^.t«:oc}...ori l>i r#c6rding , 

coding, or proc—lng th. data. Nonr.portlng .rior. can ra.alt wh« * 
und.rr.pr..ent.' certain unit, .or group. In a population, par^cul.rly by *l..ing 
hou.lha ,unlt. or ml..lng p.r Jn« within a .a-pl^l hou..hold. Although It 1. 
known iJat und«rr«pr«-nt*tlon\. larger for .al*. than f.*l« and larger for 
non-whlta. than whit.., th. f ull W^t of non.a«pllng -rror la 
^ blaaa. -ay «lat In aatl-at.. to th. axtant that «l..«d paraon. or houaahold. 
dlffar .y.t««atlcally frc- p.r*>n. In .l«llar aga-.ax-raca groupa who w«ra 
actually Int^arvlaw^d. 

Saapllng variability i ^ 

Tha -agnJtuda of •mmfl^nq arror can ba Indlcatad •tandardj^ror. of th. 

a.tlMta which ara prl-arlly -aa.ura. of tha chadca yarlatloiui which occur 
bacauaa a aa^pla rathar than an anUra population la .urray*d. Bacaua* of tha 
high co.t of darlTln, IndlTldual atandard arrora for a lar,* ni-bar of aatlmataa, 
aJTarall.ad atandard arrora ara frorldad for wloo. tjrpa« of charaotar l^oa . 
Thaa. approxl-atlona Ara not praclaa atandard atrora, but glT. an Indication of 
tha nagnituda of tha at*nd.rd arror of an aatinata. Although atandard «:rora My 
partially -aasura th. affact of ao«a nonaa^llng arror* In raaponaa •»« 
anu«aratlon, tha full axtant of nonaa.vllng «rror la imknown- Cara Aould ba 
axarcl.ad In tha Intarpratatlon 6f flguta. baaad on a ralatlraly •all nui-b«r of 
caaa. or "on a «aall dlffaranca batwaan aatlnataa. 

^It ha. bacoaa Incraaalngly difficult to a>tl«ata tha nuirf>ar of atudanta In 
aach typa of po.taacondary aducatlon ualng data obtalnad fro. Inatltutlona. m 
tha pa.t. 25 ya*r., tha dlvlalon batwaan acadanlc Inatltutlon. and vocational 
Institution, ha. baccft* Incraaalngly blurrad. Many In.tltutlona offar «>ra than 
on. typa of poataacondary aducatlon, a.g., ona collaga My offar vocational and 
continuing «luc.tlon a. wall a. ac.dapalc aducatlon. Thl* la ona ra..on why th. 
national Cantar for^uc.tJon Statlatlca 1. currently da.llynlng an Intagr.tlon 
of It. currant Inatltutlonal aurraya of acadaialc and vocational aducatlon Into a 
po.twcond.ry aducatlon data .y.tM. Tor mox. InfomaUon on thla propo.ad 
^.t-n and tha hJatorlcal proca.aa. which hava cul-lnatad In a n.ad to int.gr. t. 
NCK .urvay. of po.t.acondary«n.tlt«tlon. , .aa ( 1 ) Tha Da.lgn of An J^^agratad 
Po.t..condIry Wucatlon D.ta Sy.ti-, apd (2) An -^y^^*^ J^^i^'i' °' 
Changing '^Jhlvar.a of Po.t.acondary Wucatlon In.tltutlon. Itilch tha Fadar.l 
Oovarnmant Haa Survayad. to obt*ln thaaa P«P«r-, contact Su.an Hill (aaa Tor 




Mora Information aactlon). 
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STANDARD ERROR TABLHB AND THEIR U8E 

0#nttr«lired standard arrora of eatimated parcanta ara glvan In the tiablea balow. 
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TABLE B. — CENERALIZKD STANDARD ERRORS OT KSTIKATKD PKRCEtrTS: BLACK AND OTHKR 
RACES ^ ^ 



Daaa of 
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50 
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0. 15 


0.23 


0.3 
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0.5 



-22- 



23 



ERLC 



BEST COPY 



The •ample aatlaate *Vid ita estlnatad standard arror paraJ t ona to c6natru^ 
confidanca Intarvala, i^a., ra^igaa which Inclv^ the average result of all 
possible aampl#» >#lth a ki^own probability- For axainple, if all poaalble samplea 
were selected, each were aurveyed under identical conditiona 
its estimated standard error were calculated/ then: 



and an estioiate and 



♦Approximately 6^ percent of the intervals ranging from one standard arror 
below th| estiiaate to one standard arrqr ab'-ve the estimate \PDuld include 
the average i^esult of all poaAlble samples. 

• AVproxlmately 95 percent of the intervals ranging froai two atandard errors 
below the estimate to two standard errors above the estimate would Include 
the average result ofal^ possible samplea. 

V 

To Jllustrate, table 3 (appendix A) aho%^ 'that 10.6 percent of the 149,934,000 
wtu ta persona age 16 years and older participated in postsecondary education • 
The estimated standard error shown In table A for thia approximate percent and 
base^ i» 0.1 percent! 2 standards errors if 0.2 percent. Therefore, the 95 
percent confidence interval for this percent is froai 10*4 to 10,8* In this 
report, differences between groupe were Mentioned in the text only if there was a 
difference betw««|n the 9_5 percent confidence interval* of the two eatimatea. 



V 



/ 



^For p«rcenta9«a/(or basas of parccntagas) that fall bawaan thosa catagorlai 
ahown in tablaa A or B, Intarpolation may b« uaad. 



24 

' -23- 



) 



Af>p«ndijc C — Survay Torm 

mzKS Eduction 8uppl«««.t to th« October 1982 Current Population »uryy 
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